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habitable in latitude 50° as the United States is in latitude 40°. It causes
the climate within two or three hundred miles of the ocean, or even of
seas such as the Baltic, to have much warmer winters than would other-
wise be the case. In January Leningrad is 35° F, warmer than the same
latitude west of Hudson Bay.
Scandinavia and Finland
Both physiographically and humanly there is good reason for putting
Finland with Norway and northern Sweden. Although physiographically
the Danish plain resembles only the southern part of Sweden, its people
are so like those of Norway and Sweden that the three countries form a
compact group. Hence we may rightly speak of Fennoscandia as a unit
including Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Finland.
Norway furnishes a good example of old mountains long ago worn
down to gentle relief, but now uplifted into a high plateau and dissected.
As a result the country is very rugged, and only five railroads cross it
from east to west in A568. Large parts of its broad southern plateau
stand at a height of more than a mile. There an old topography of well-
rounded hills and mountains forms a strong contrast to a young topography
of steep-sided valleys cutting into the plateau from all directions, es-
pecially the west. Glaciers have deepened the valleys and steepened their
sides so that their drowned outer ends often form beautiful, sheltered
fiords bordered by cliffs down which the streams leap in waterfallsv In
such a country there is little room for cities or even villages. Even such
minor cities as Trondheim and Bergen can scarcely find room between
the western seacoast and the mountains. The largest Norwegian low-
land, near Oslo, in the southeast, is a small place and decidedly hilly*
Norway is so rugged, so high, and so cool in summer that even such
energetic people as the Norwegians have made only small parts of it
accessible by rail, or even by motor. With so few opportunities inland,
it is small wonder that the Norwegians have taken to the sea.
Sweden consists of two parts; one is a section of the Norwegian plateau
which slopes gently eastward to the Baltic Sea, the other a southern low-
land. Both are full of glacial lakes and moraines. On the west the
plateau is mountainous and almost uninhabited except by lumbermen in
the great forest and iron miners and a few Lapps in the north. Toward
the coast the hills become gentle and there is some farming. The
southern lowland is quite hilly in places, but has a good deal of flat
land and is well farmed. It begins north of Stockholm and includes that
city and Goteborg, the only other large Swedish city. The moderate, but
not extreme density of the railway net is appropriate to an agricultural
population.	,	'

